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Silence is the 

Easy Way Out 

Not just resisting, but leading the fight for Change: 


 Ferg is a seasoned whistleblower who refuses to be ignored.


Had Change For Better been in power, ATO whistleblower Richard 
Boyle would still be in a job and his family would be safe.  He would have been 
promoted for his ethical decision making, he’d be richer through our 
whistleblower financial incentive scheme and he would be proudly receiving an 
award along with other Australian disclosers whose moral and professional 
compasses match ours. 


Boyle was lucky he stumbled across a sympathetic judge in South Australia.
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Call for joint
grog inquiry
ABORIGINAL peak organ-
isations want a joint NT
and Commonwealth board
of inquiry into alcohol to
tackle the Territory’s prob-
lem with grog.

‘‘Alcohol-related harm is
killing our people, and we
urgently need an evidence-
based approach on how to
make real change,’’ Aborig-
inal Peak Organisations
NT spokesperson John
Paterson said.

‘‘This is a chance for both
governments to work to-
gether to solve a social cr-
isis which is killing our
people, destroying our fam-
ilies and damaging the
wider community.’’

Mr Paterson said the
board should look at ways
to control supply of alcohol
and reducing harm to the
community. APONT has
criticised the CLP’s plan-
ned alcohol laws.
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Threatened teacher
wins 5 settlements
By CONOR BYRNE

THE NT Education Depart-
ment has settled five cases
outside of court that were
brought against it by a
teacher whose principal
allegedly threatened to
‘‘kill him, spear him, hang
him from a tree, and burn
down his house’’.

Stephen Ferguson, who
was a teacher in Gapuwiyak,
110km southwest of Nhulun-
buy, complained to the
union about principal Shir-

ley Nirrpuranydji ‘‘borrow-
ing’’ money from staff.

And the NT Supreme
Court has heard assistant
principal Lyndall Watson
told Ms Nirrpuranydji she
would help ‘‘get rid of’’ Mr
Ferguson.

Mr Ferguson had to be
helicoptered out of the com-
munity for his own safety.

A freedom-of-information
request revealed the princi-
pal’s boss, Hylton Hayes, had
called Mr Ferguson a ‘‘train-
ed tattooed monkey’’ and a

‘‘vermin problem’’ in an
email exchange.

‘‘Mr Hayes asked ‘How do I
get a gun licence in the Terr-
itory???’ in order to deal with
me, his ‘vermin problem’,’’
Mr Ferguson said.

The department attempted
to have the case dismissed
but settled as an anti-
discrimination hearing be-
gan on Tuesday last week.

‘‘I have now won five out-
of-court settlements from the
NT Government in the last 18
months,’’ Mr Ferguson said.

‘‘(It’s) a disgraceful out-
come considering the cuts to
education funding in the NT.
It’s been a long and horrible
battle — including becoming
a whistleblower and losing
my job because of it.’’

Mr Ferguson has been gag-
ged by the Education Depart-
ment from revealing the
settlement amount.

‘‘I’d offered to settle it for a
pittance compared to what
was finally spent,’’ he said.

‘‘All that money could
have been saved and spent

on something more import-
ant — especially since there
are so many teachers losing
their jobs.

‘‘The total sum spent by
both parties during the last
four years of legal battles
against me alone is incredible
— well into six-figure sums.

‘‘I’m a hard-working re-
mote school teacher and
I’d like to put all this behind
me now and get back to
what I do best — teaching
remote Aboriginal commun-
ity students.’’

The Reyes family from Brazil — from left, Francisco Jr, Jonothan, Susana, Priscila and Francisco — are all performing in the circus Picture: HELEN ORR

Whole family
gets in on
this deft act
By CLAYTON BENNETT

A FAMILY-run circus is heading
to Darwin.

Circus Royale will open tonight
with the colourful circus tent set
up in Karu Park on Bagot Rd for a
four-week run.

There are 700 tickets up for
grabs for the opening night with
proceeds going to the Retta Dixon
Association and Larrakia Nation
with all tickets $20.

Circus owner Damian Syred
said the circus will impress peo-
ple of all ages with plenty to see.

‘‘This is my best circus yet,’’ Mr
Syred said.

‘‘There will be a high-wire
motor bike act, high-speed spin-
ning on fast-moving roller skates,
traditional slapstick clowns,
thrilling fast juggling, ponies,
llamas and dogs.

‘‘So make sure you get a seat for
a grand family night of entertain-
ment and excitement while sup-
porting local worthy charities.’’

Children under two can enter
free of charge as long as they sit
on the lap of a person over 14
years of age.

School holiday shows will be
performed at the Big Top most
days from June 28 to July 21.

Tickets are online at circus
royale.com

STEPHEN FERGUSON (NOW KNOWN AS FERG FERGUSON) IS THE ONLY PERSON ON THE NT 
POLITICAL BATTLEFIELD WHO WILL CHANGE THE GAME FOR WHISTLEBLOWERS.
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are leading from the front.


They’re fighting the Status Quo head on and at the Source. 

ICACarcass 
The NT ICAC is now just roadkill.  Destroyed.  Hollowed out.  A bag of bones, 
with some skin left on it.  Deliberately, we say.


The current Commissioner, long time public servant Greg Shanahan, has been 
appointed and supported by the CLPALP Alliance to make sure it doesn’t 
function the way the public believes it should.


It is simply another example of collusion and complicity from the 2 party 
duopoly running the mechanisms of NT Government in order to neuter them 
while giving the illusion of doing something about corruption in NT Politics.


Change For Better Party will fix this charade.

Want a real ICAC that will clean up the cronyism, nepotism and 
dodgy dealings?


Yeah, so do we.  
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Want to see the right way to treat whistleblowers and how to 
support and protect the valuable service they provide?


Yeah, so do we.  


CFB are different, we’ll Change The Game to make sure this 
doesn’t happen again.


     

Goodbye and God Bless old, useless, not fit for purpose 
whistleblower legislation and tragicomedic ICACarcass.


Hello Sunshine and a completely new way of doing things.


Time for Change.  Change For Better. 

More? Email: media@changeforbetter.party


https://changeforbetter.party
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